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am authorised to use my discretion in this matter on
arrival at Najaf.
Nawab Afdhal Khan paid a call to-day, with
several of the leading Indians of Kerbela. I had
sent word yesterday to Muhammad Baqir to make
out a list of British subjects in the town. After
some discussion, during which I was told that there
was a great deal of real want among them, I decided
to give the Nawab a draft for L.T.I5O to relieve
immediate needs. I enclose a copy of the draft,
which includes 2 per cent, commission. The
Nawab is forming a temporary distribution com-
mittee and will send a complete account for adjust-
ment. There are about 650 persons concerned,
each of whom will receive from three to four
rupees. I told the Nawab to distribute equally to
all, as this was only a small token that the British
Military Authorities were anxious to take the first
opportunity to promote the welfare of British sub-
jects in Kerbela.
We are being most hospitably entertained and
looked after. I visited the Turkish hospital about a
mile outside the town this afternoon and was taken
on my return to see the municipal meeting-house in
one of the squares of the town. A large crowd at
once collected in the square, and music and singing
followed. There can be no doubt that the people
here are delighted at being freed from the Turks.
They are very anxious to get news, and I promised
Sheikh Fakhruddin that as soon as arrangements
have been made for a news-sheet to be printed in
Baghdad he would be sent copies.
April 12th, Najaf.—We left Kerbela on the loth,
arriving here the same day. I had another long
talk with the Nawab before leaving. I also saw
Sayed Murtadha, the Kalid-dar of the shrine of Abbas
in Kerbela, and Sayed Hadi, uncle of the Kalid-dar
of Najaf, From various conversations I gathered

